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Marriage Counseling

I.  WHO ORIGINATED THE IDEA OF MARRIAGE
 In (Genesis 2:24), “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” 
We see that marriage was part of God's original plan for man. Since God instituted marriage and not man, it should be honored by all (Hebrews 13:4a) “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled:”
II. WHAT KIND OF RELATIONSHIP IS MARRIAGE
Marriage involves a covenant before God. A covenant is a mutual commitment or agreement. When we marry, we are promising God that we will love and take care of our spouse and that we will live our lives according to His will and standard. 

III. HOW LONG SHOULD A MARRIAGE LAST
From the beginning, God intended that marriage be a life-long commitment. In (Genesis 2:24), “Cleave to” carries the idea of firm, permanent attachment, as in gluing. In marriage, a man and woman are so closely joined that they become “one flesh,” which involves spiritual as well as physical oneness. 

In marriage, God brings a husband and wife together in a unique physical and spiritual bond that reaches to the very depths of their souls. As God designed it, marriage is to be the welding of two people together into one unit, the blending of two minds, two wills, two sets of emotions, two spirits. It is a bond the Lord intends to be indissoluble as long as both partners are alive. 

IV. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF MARRIAGE

Scripture gives at least FOUR reasons for marriage. 

1) Marriage provides for companionship. “God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him’” (Gen. 2:18). 

2) One is the propagation of children. At creation, mankind was commissioned to “be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth” (Gen. 1:28). 

3) Marriage is also provided as a means of preventing sexual sin. “Because of immoralities, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband” (1 Cor. 7:2). 

4) Marriage is to glorify God. “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Rev. 4:11). 
V. CHAIN OF COMMAND IN MARRIAGE
1) God, Christ, man and wife (1 Corinthians 11)

2) Husbands lead in love (Ephesians 5)

3) Wives submit (Colossians 3)

4) House divided cannot stand

VI. THREEFOLD CORD OF MARRIAGE

“Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken” (Ecc. 4:9-12).
1) God




1) Spiritual Relationship

2)   Husband



2) Physical Relationship
3) Wife




3) Mental/Emotional Relationship

*Without the spiritual relationship first, the physical & mental relationship can never be close as God designed.
VII. COMMUNICATION SKILLS IS CRUCIAL

1) Speaking wrongly to your spouse

a) Kills Love

i) James 3:6,  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 

ii) James 3:7,  For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 

iii) James 3:8,  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 

b) Stirs up strife

i) Pro 17:14  The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with.

ii) Pro 18:7  A fool's mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.
iii) Pro 19:3  The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth against the LORD.
c) Causes fighting

i) Pro 25:24  It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman and in a wide house.

2) Wise Speech

a) Gives Life

i) Pro 15:4  A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit.
b) Give Knowledge

i) Pro 15:7  The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not so.
c) Stops Wrath

i) Pro 15:1  A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.
3) Fitly spoken words

a) Spoken the right way

b) Spoken with the right heart

c) Spoken at the right time
VIII. FINANCES IN MARRIAGE


1) Biggest area of marital problems

 
2) Don’t live above your income


3) Talk about finances, be on the same page!


4) Husband responsible in God’s eyes


5) Save your money, if possible 15% to 20%, create a saving account


6) Beware of Credit card debt


7) Borrowing from family and friends is not the answer


8) Set a budget for everything, write it down on paper, and stick to it


9) Money should not divided you both, instead bring you together (check and balance)


10) Give your tithes to God, 10% for your gross income, not net income

IX. RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS CRUCIAL TO A GREAT MARRIAGE

1) The “World” has it backwards! 


a) Self

b) Family

c) Friends

d) God 

2) “God’s” Chain of Command

a) God

b) Spouse

c) Family

d) Friends

e) Self

X. JUMPSTARTING MARRIAGE

1) What if the “spark” is gone?

a) “Love” is an action - not just an emotion.  When “Love” Is cultivated again, the “spark” will come back. “and rejoice with the wife of thy youth” (Pro 5:18).
2) Forgive one another (no holding grudges).

a) “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you” (Eph 4:32).
3) One person can change a marriage for the better.

a) “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;”      (I Pet 3:1).
i.) Not by nagging, threatening, or intimidating. But by being under control.

(ex. Guard your thoughts from negativity, anger and frustration.)

ii.) By first changing self.

(ex. Be teachable, examine your problems under God’s word without being defensive & don’t wait for your spouse to change!)

iii.) By Love

(ex.” Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it…”)
XI. GOD CREATED THE PHYSICAL RELATIONSHIP

1) For procreation

2) For intimacy and pleasure

3) Sex in marriage is clean and honorable
XII. TRUE INTIMACY IS NOT JUST SEX

1) Male and female have different goals

a) Woman use sex to get affection

b) Man uses affection to get sex

2) Know your spouse

XIII. SONG OF SOLOMON SHOWS LOVE BETWEEN THE KING (HUSBAND) AND BRIDE (WIFE)

1) Love with kisses, (Song of Solomon 1:2) Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine. 
2) Love with Intimate communication, (Song of Solomon 1:4) Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.
3) Love is the desire to spend time together, (Song of Solomon 1:7) Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?
4) Love is sleeping intimately, (Song of Solomon 1:13) A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me; he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts.  
5) Love is ravishing each other, (Song of Solomon 2:2-3) As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
6) Love is eating together, (Song of Solomon 2:4) He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.
7) Love is affectionate with each other, (Song of Solomon 2:6) His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me. 
8) Love is to be anxious to see each other, (Song of Solomon 2:8) The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills.
9) Love that is precious, (Song of Solomon 2:16) My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the lilies.
10) Love which cannot be compare, (Song of Solomon 4:10) How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! how much better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine ointments than all spices!
11) Love that is sweet as honey, (Song of Solomon 4:11) Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon.
12) Love is loving only your spouse, (Song of Solomon 4:12) A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed.
13) Love that cannot be consumed, (Song of Solomon 8:7) Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.
XIV. WORSHIP TOGETHER


1) Attend Christian Church every Sunday, 

2) Daily Bible Devotions

3)  Pray together (morning and evening)

XV. WHAT HAPPENED TO GOD'S ORIGINAL PLAN FOR MARRIAGE?
Although marriage should be a life-long commitment, why do you think at least half of all marriages end in divorce?

1) Divorces occur because people don't understand that all marriages have problems. They split rather than solve their problems. Running away does not solve any problems; it only creates a new set of problems. This is why statistically more second marriages end in divorce (and third marriages, etc.) than first marriages because some people take their problems to their new mate rather than solve them with their current mate.

2) Divorces occur because people don’t know that love is something you create, not something that just happens.

3) Divorces occur because jobs or other commitments receive more attention than the marriage. Then the marriage relationship grows weak and dies.

4) Divorces occur because one or both stop trying.

5) Divorces occur because of physical abuse, adultery, and alcoholism.
Divorce is having a devastating impact on both adults and children. Every year, parents of over 1 million children divorce. Children are reared without the presence of their father or mother. Children are often forced to take sides in the conflict. And, children often carry the scars of the conflict and frequently blame themselves for the divorce. 

God Hates Divorce
1) No matter how rough things may get, you must predetermine in your minds that divorce is not an option.

2)  You must work through your problems. Remain faithful to your spouse. Love and be kind to your spouse.

3) Husband and wife are bound together until death separates them.

4) Marriage is a great blessing from God that you must always honor.

5) Divorce is not an option!

Marriage Counseling pt.2

Roles of the Husband

I.HUSBANDS ARE TO BE SERVANT-LEADERS

a) A husband leads the wife as Christ leads the church.

b) The word “head” in Scripture refers to authority.

c) We must understand however that neither man nor woman is superior to the other in being. Men and women are equal in God’s eyes. 

d) There is an essential partnership between men and women. Neither is independent of the other. Both are from the other, and the relationship that exists between them has come from God.

e) There is neither male nor female in God’s eyes. He sees both men and women as one, each as significant as the other (Galatians 3:28). 

f) When God talks about man being the head of the woman, He is not talking about ability or worth, competence or value, brilliance or advantage. 

g) God is talking about function and order within an organization. Every organization has to have a head for it to be operated in an efficient and orderly manner. 

h) There are no greater organizations than God’s universe, His church, and His Christian family. Within God’s order of things there is a partnership, but every partnership must have a head, and God has ordained that man is the head of the partnership.

i) All in all, the husband is the ultimate authority in the family. The wife is to be submissive to that authority just as the church is to be submissive to Christ. So long as she and the rest of the family live by this rule, the family experiences love, joy, and peace—orderliness—and it fulfills its function and purpose on earth. 

j) This, of course, assumes that the husband is fulfilling his part in the family. As in any organization, each member must do his part for the organization to be orderly and accomplish its purpose.

II.WHAT IS A SERVANT-LEADER

a) Dictatorial leadership is the opposite of a servant-leader. A husband should look for ways to serve instead of control. He leads not drives.

b) A servant-leader will take care of his family and lead them in the ways of God.
III.HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE THEIR WIVES

a) The love which the husband is to have for his wife is the very love of God Himself (agape love). Agape love is a selfless and unselfish love, a giving and sacrificial love. It is the love of the mind and will as well as of the heart. It is not only a love of affection and feelings; it is a love of the will and commitment. It is a love that wills and commits itself to love a person. It is the love that works for the highest good of the person loved.

b) Just imagine! What would happen in most marriages if the husband so loved his wife, loved her...with a selfless and unselfish love…with a giving and sacrificial love…with a love of the will as well as of the heart…with a love of commitment as well as of affection.

c) One thing that would happen in most marriages would be this: the wife would melt in the husband’s arms and willingly accept his authority as the head of the family.

d) The standard of the husband’s love is the love of Christ for the church. The love of Christ for the church can be described in one simple statement: Christ gave Himself for the church. Christ loved the church so much that He gave Himself—sacrificed Himself totally—gave all He was and had for it. This is the love the husband is to have for his wife.

e) The love which the husband is to have for his wife is the very same love he has for his own body. This is a startling statement. Note again what it says: the husband is to love his wife just as much as he loves his own body. This means that he is to nourish and cherish his wife as he does his own body.

f) The word “nourish” (ektrephei) means to feed, clothe, nurture, and look after until she is mature in the marriage and then to continue nourishing her as long as she lives.

g) The word “cherish” (thalpei) means to hold ever so dear within the heart; to treat with warmth, tenderness, care, affection, and appreciation.

h) Patient, kind, not jealous, not bragging, not arrogant, not selfish, ect.

IV.HUSBANDS ARE TO HONOR THEIR WIVES

a) The word “honor” (timen) means to “value; to esteem; to prize; to count as precious.” A husband is to count his wife as a precious gem, as a prize of extreme value. He is to highly esteem her, set her up on a pedestal before his very eyes.

b) The husband is to honor his wife as the weaker vessel or partner. By nature, the wife is just more delicate and frail. This means that the husband is...to protect her…to be the primary provider…to take the lead…to oversee the family and its welfare.

c) Failure to honor the wife hinders the prayers of the husband. God will not answer the prayers of any husband who dishonors his wife, no matter who he is or how much he professes Christ. What God hears is the sigh of the wife, not the prayers of a mean and domineering husband. 

d) The husband can cry out to God all he wants, but God’s back is turned away from him and toward the sigh of the wife. God is going to hear the broken and contrite heart, not the prayers of the arrogant and dominating spirit. Both husband and wife must love one another and live as God says to live, both fulfilling their duty to one another, if they wish God to answer their prayers.

V.HUSBAND KNOW YOUR WIFE
“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered,”      (I Peter 3:7).

1) What bothers her

2) What worries her

3) What she is sensitive about

4) When she is emotional

5) What make her happy

6) What she likes for presents

7) Know special days: Anniversary, birthday

8) Don’t offend her

9) Know how lift her out of anger, frustration, depression and fear

10) Be ravished with your wife

11) Avoid looking at others

CONCLUSION:

1. God has provided many roles for husbands.

a. Husbands are to be servant-leaders.

b. Husbands are to love their wives.

c. Husbands are to honor their wives.

d. Husbands are to know their wives.
Roles of the Wife

I.WIVES ARE TO WATCH OVER THE AFFAIRS OF THE HOUSEHOLD

a) What does it mean “to watch over the affairs of the household” (Proverbs 31:27) (See also Titus 2:5)?

b) A wife is alert to the needs of her family. She makes her family a priority. What are some specific things that wives do to keep the family affairs in order?

II.WIVES ARE TO LOVE THEIR HUSBANDS

a) The apostle Paul wrote that older women should “encourage the younger women to love their husbands…” (Titus 2:4

b) Women are to love their husbands…with a selfless and unselfish love…with a giving and sacrificial love…with a quiet and peacable love…with a love of the will as well as of the heart…with a love of commitment as well as of affection.

c) The word used here for love (phileo) actually stresses affection, care, tenderness, warmth, and feelings. The wife is to have affection for her husband.

d) How does God describe love in (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)?

e) Patient, kind, not jealous, not bragging, not arrogant, not selfish, ect. 

f) Which of the preceding descriptions of love does your husband need most? How can you demonstrate that love to him?

g) What three things communicate love to your husband? (Not what you think communicates love, but what he thinks.)

III.WIVES ARE TO SUBMIT TO THEIR HUSBANDS

a) According to Ephesians 5:22, wives are to submit to their husbands. Why are wives to submit to their husbands?

b) The wife is to walk in a spirit of submission. There are two reasons why the wife is to be submissive to her husband.

c) To submit is God’s will. It is a commandment of God.

d) God is God, and as God, He has the right to demand anything of us. But note the words “as to the Lord.” When we do anything, we are to do it as to the Lord. Why?
e) Because we love Him. The Lord has loved and given Himself for us, given Himself that He might save us. He loved us; therefore, we love Him. This is always the first reason we obey Him. We love Him; therefore, when He says to do something, we do it as to Him—to please Him. A wife submits to her husband because she loves the Lord and wants to please Him and her husband.

f) To submit is God’s order for the family (Eph. 5:22).

g) There is to be a partnership and order within the family. This is basic for the family and society to exist. In fact, no organization, no matter what it is, can survive and exist without a spirit of partnership and order.

h) The great pattern for the wife to follow is Christ and the church. Christ is the head of the church. This simply means that Christ has authority over the church. So long as the church lives by this rule, the church experiences love and joy and peace—orderliness—and it is able to carry out its function and mission on earth to the fullest. So it is with the husband; he is the head of the family, the ultimate authority in the family. The wife is to be submissive to that authority just as the church is to be submissive to Christ. So long as she and the rest of the family live by this rule, the family experiences love, joy, and peace—orderliness—and it fulfills its function and purpose on earth. This, of course, assumes that the husband is fulfilling his part in the family. As in any organization, each member must do his part for the organization to be orderly and accomplish its purpose.

i) In summary, the submission that wives are to show to their husbands is an example of the submission that all believers are to show to one another (Eph. 5:21). It does not mean that women are inferior to men. It simply means that there is to be an arrangement, an order in the household. Every body must have such order, and every body must have a head. Two heads in any body or organization would be a monstrosity and make for disorder. Therefore, in God’s order of things for the family, the husband is the head over the family. He arranges things in a spirit of tenderness and love and the wife is to submit herself in a sweet spirit of understanding and reasonableness (Proverbs 31:10-31).

j) Why is submission seen as a threat to some wives?

k) The very word, “submission” causes a negative reaction in many women today. It conjures up images of a husband ordering his wife around and forcing her to do his will, and the wife meekly responding to his every wish.

l) In what areas do you struggle with submission?

IV.WOMAN BE IN SUBJECTION TO YOUR HUSBAND
“Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:”      (I Peter 3:1,5).

1) Trust your husbands’ decisions 

2) Follow his leading

3) Treat him with respect

4) Love him

“Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price,” (I Peter 3:3-4).

The Virtuous Woman (Proverbs 31)
1) Woman with moral excellence
9) Hard worker

17) Blesses the family

2) Trustworthy


10) Full of faith

18) Not Lazy

3) Do good, not evil


11) Home builder

19) Kind to others

4) Willing partner


12) Virtue


20) Works with her hands

5) Resourceful


13) Business Woman

21) Wakes early

6) Diligent



14) Her Strength

22) Worships God

7) Wise/ Prudent


15) Speak Wisdom

23) Does her Husband good

8) Values what the Lord has given
16) Take care of the Home
24) Woman, Fears the Lord!

CONCLUSION:

1. God has provided many roles for wives.

a. Wives are to watch over the affairs of the household.

b. Wives are to love their husbands.

c. Wives are to submit to their husbands.
d. Wives are to have the same characters of the virtuous woman.
Pastor Mel’s Top 10, To Have A Bless Marriage

1) Cultivate it, (it takes effort)

2) Put value, (this marriage is important to me)

3) Spend time together, (you enjoy each other’s company)

4) Always say “I love you,” (it’s good to say it & hear it)

5) Speak kind words, (respect that person, not curse words)

6) Be patient, (have a humble attitude with you spouse)

7) Don’t be bitter, (learn to forgive)

8) Be intimate, (romantic by holding hands and pet-names & physically)

9) Go the extra-mile, (try to make your spouse happy everyday) 

10)
God has to be first, (glorify God in your marriage)

Plan of Salvation

Friend, if you died today; Do you have assurance that you are going to Heaven? Do you know that the Bible teaches us how we can have 100% assurance that we are going to heaven when we die.

“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on that name of the Son of God.” 1 John 5:13. “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23,This verse means that you and I have sinned in God’s eyes. A sinner is defined in the Bible who breaks or violates Gods commandments. In Exodus chapter 20, God gave the 10 Commandments to show that we have sinned against a pure, perfect and sinless God.  Did you know it only takes one sin to send your soul to Hell forever. Just one sin; one time lying, one time stealing or one time lusting. That’s how perfect and unattainable God’s standard is, you and I cannot be pure and holy as God. Everyone is a sinner and has sinned against God.  Do you agree that you are a sinner?  Yes or no?

Being a sinner is very serious. You need to realize the consequences of remaining in your sins. In Romans 6:23 it says, “For the wages of sin is death.”  It is referring to the death of the body and the eternal suffering of the soul in the lake of fire. In Revelations 21:8 it says, anyone who dies in his or her sins “shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.” This means every sinner will be judged and be cast into Hell forever (everlasting suffering and punishment) to pay for the sins that he or she has committed in his/or her life. “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:13-15.  But, God loves you.

God loves you and He does not want you to stay lost and suffer for your sins in Hell forever. In Romans 5:8 it says, “But God commendth (showed) His love towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” God knows you and He knows all your sins. Knowing all this, He still loves you. God wants to forgive all your sins.  God offered us the assurance that if we die, we’re going to heaven through His son Jesus Christ by His death, burial and resurrection on the cross.

“Christ died for all your sins.” God let His son Jesus Christ to suffer for our sins on the cross. Friend, there’s no other way to heaven. Your goodness will not bring you to heaven. Not even your religion. Jesus Christ is the only way. He suffered and paid the ultimate sacrifice on the cross, which was His own life, so that we will not be judged for our sins and suffer in Hell for eternally.  Jesus Christ is pure and without sin, but because of our sins, He was punished. Why? Because God loves you.
 “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth,” John 4:24. Only God hears your prayers. Only God knows all things and He says: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.” Exodus 20:3. This is what God says about idols, “Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.” Psalms 115:4. God says that worshipping and praying to an image is spritual fornication towards God. Idolatry is sin. Praying to an idol is sin.
 God says, “Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold.” Exodus 20:3. This is what God says about idols, “They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not:” Psalms 115:4. God says that images and statues is sin. Idolatry is sin.  “…and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Revelations 21:8. Idols have no power to save you, only Jesus Christ has the power to save.

In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus Chirst says; “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” John 14:15, 21, 23-24, Jesus Christ says; “If ye love me, keep my commandments. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.”

Although we deserve to be punished for our sin, God loves us and does not want to punish us; so God the Father sent God the Son into the world to live a perfect, sinless life, and then to die on a cross for our sins. We could never live a sinless, perfect life and deserve eternal life, so God's Son, Jesus Christ (God came into the world in the form of man) and He suffered and died for us, in order to pay our sin debt so we could have the eternal life. Three days later He bodily rose from the dead, never to die again. Today, He is in Heaven and has the power to save your soul from eternal death and give you a new life (spiritually) that will never die; so that when you die "physically," your soul will go straight to Heaven. Hebrews 7:25 says, ”Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth.”        

John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:17 says, “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” God loves you and wants you to know the only "true God" and have life everlasting by believing in His Son. John 17:3 says, “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

There is one thing God wants you to do to be saved. “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Romans 10:9. It’s so easy to have forgiveness of your sins and have eternal life. Accepting Jesus Christ as your own Personal Savior and believing in your heart though faith. Then everlasting life will be given to you from God through His son Jesus Christ. If you will acknowledge these four things to God, He will keep His promise. God will forgive you of all your sins and give you eternal life.


1. Admit that you are a sinner.



2. Recognize that your sins is a penalty for everlasting suffering and punishment in Hell forever. 

    
3. Believe Jesus Christ died and had risen from the dead for your sins, in order that you can be saved.
4. Confess with your mouth and believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your own Personal Savior, and only through Him alone that you can be saved (and have eternal life).

So, do you want to accept Jesus Christ as your own Personal Savior today? You must decide and make your decision now; but you must remember that if you don’t accept Jesus Christ as your own Personal Savior, God will judge all your sins. God will judge and cast you into the Lake of Fire; where you will suffer and be punished in Hell forever.  Good-works or Religion does not save you. Getting baptized or joining a church does not save you.  Your good-works does not have the power to save your soul; only Jesus Christ who died on the cross and had risen from the dead, can save you.  

If you want to "know" God and have your sins forgiven, pray to God right now and confess to Him that you have sinned and don't deserve Heaven. Tell Him right now that you are trusting God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. Remember eternal life can never be earned in 1000 life times. Eternal life is given to you by "grace." Grace means God gives us what we don't deserve as a free gift. Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”  
Prayer: To Accept Jesus Christ as Your Personal Savior:
“Dear Heavenly Father, I know that I am a sinner and I need your forgiveness. I believe that Jesus Christ died and had risen from the dead, for me, to pay for my sin debt. I’m ready Lord, come into my heart and save my soul. Thank you Lord; I now know that only through your son Jesus Christ, He has forgiven me of ALL my sins and has given me eternal life. I now accept Jesus Christ as my own Personal Savior. In Jesus name, I pray, Amen.”

"And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house," Acts 16:30-31.

If you were sincere in your prayer to God, He is a just God and He will keep His promise and give you eternal life. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13. “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on that name of the Son of God.” 1 John 5:12-13.


“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son that whosover believeth in him (Jesus Christ) should not perish (in Hell), but have everlasting life (in Heaven).” John 3:16. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6.
Don’t waste your time trying to do what you cannot do, trying to deserve heaven. Accept the Lord Jesus Christ today and have the assurance that you know where you will be when you die. Time is short, please don’t put off this free gift. 

*If you have any questions please contact Pastor Mel Ragodos

Pastor Mel Text# 0928-2066140

Email: melragodos@yahoo.com
Website: www.cycmbohol.com
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