March 19   

Frederick was only four when his father, Henry IV, suddenly died, and he was yet a teenager when officially given his father’s crown. But in time he became known as “the Wonder of the World.” Frederick was a cultured man who knew when to negotiate and when to fight. He quarreled with the papacy all his life and remained skeptical of religion till his death. He was repeatedly excommunicated—once, ironically, for being a peacemaker.

It happened during the Sixth Crusade. The deepest passion of Pope Honorius III was wresting Jerusalem from the Muslims. Having no army of his own, he looked to Frederick for help and set a date for the crusading armies to depart. The day came and went. The pope then schemed by hook and crook to nudge Frederick eastward into holy war. Still, the emperor showed little passion for the mission.

The next pope, Gregory IX, was tough as leather and soon secured Frederick’s pledge to lead a new crusade. This time Frederick suddenly called off the crusade saying he felt sick. Gregory angrily excommunicated him and applied every possible pressure. Frederick set off at last, troops in tow.

He reached Palestine on September 7, 1228, and found two Muslim chieftains engaged in conflict. Frederick used their disarray to secure a peace treaty allowing Christians free access to Jerusalem. The crusade was over before the first battlecry. There was no war, no bloodshed. Holy places were reopened to Christians.

Frederick then entered Jerusalem and visited the ancient Church of the Holy Sepulcher. There on March 19, 1229, in historic fashion, he crowned himself king according to ancient tradition. But his peace treaty was denounced by devotees of both faiths, and on the same March 19, the Catholic patriarch of Jerusalem pronounced an interdict over the city. Frederick was pelted with offal as he made his way home.

He returned to a furious pope who excommunicated him yet again, this time for making peace rather than war. But of all the latter crusades, only this one was successful in gaining Christian access to holy sites.

Everything on earth has its own time and its own season. There is a time…  For killing and healing, destroying and building,  For crying and laughing, weeping and dancing.  There is also a time for love and hate, for war and peace. Ecclesiastes 3:1-4,8
