A Biblical perspective of the “purpose-driven” church

In the last thirty years we have seen a drastic change in many churches in America. Has this change been bad or good? The only way we can properly discern is by examining what God says about the Church in the Bible.

First of all, we need to understand what God means when He says the “Church.” In Matthew 16:18 our LORD says, "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." Jesus Christ is the Builder of the Church and the “gates of hell shall not prevail” against the Church He builds! He also called it “His Church,“ not the people’s, not the pastor’s and certainly not the denomination’s. Jesus is not only the Builder of the Church, but the Bible says in 1 Corinthians 3:9-11 "For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” The LORD Jesus Christ is the Foundation of the “true church.” God, through the apostle Paul, warns us to guard how we build on this foundation! When our Lord says “church,” He does not mean a building that Christians meet in, but rather an assembly of called-out (out of the world) believers: the redeemed of the LORD! We are to guard how we build on Christ so as not to dishonor our LORD. Those people who are in what our LORD calls His Church are the “saved”, not the “lost.” Acts 2:47 says, “…And the LORD added to the church daily..” Jesus is the Foundation, the Owner and the Builder of the church of called-out believers. Colossians 1:18 says, “And He is the head of the body, the church..” Since Christ is the head of the Church, we are simply called to follow His leadership.
The problem we have today is that we do not understand what the Church is and God’s purpose for the Church. We therefore end up building on the foundation things that are foreign to God’s Word. God says in Psalms 133:1 "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" A church service is when we as brethren (born-again believers) gather together to worship the LORD in Jesus’ name and our LORD is in our midst! "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 

(2 Corinthians 6:17-18, KJV) 

God brings us out of the world to be His people. God wants a holy people to seek Him and worship Him in the “beauty of holiness” (Psalm 96:9). "Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven [evil influence] leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:" (1 Corinthians 5:6-7, KJV) God does not want the church filled with carnal people who influence the way we worship! Modern-day leaven is when we want entertainment rather than holiness. Purge out the evil influence so that the body of Christ can be holy! In the eyes of God, it would be better to have ten saved, holy people rather than fifty thousand “lukewarm” people! 

Entertainment will not be able to produce true godliness. "I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth." (Revelation 3:15-16, KJV) 

True worship is when our fellowship, meetings and every part of our service is permeated with God’s presence, holiness, love, wisdom and joy of the LORD! Worship is all about God; only when our minds are off our past, problems, differences, selfish desires and ambitions will our minds be “stayed upon Him.” When what we want at a church service is the presence of the LORD and eternal truth, not sensual excitement, then and only then are we worshipping God! "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." (John 4:23-24, KJV) We should not go to church to find friends and seek our type of entertainment, but rather, to seek the LORD! When we truly seek the LORD, God will give us good friends and His joy. If we go to church for help on a problem or addiction, we may seek the answers and miss the LORD. But if we really seek the LORD, He will take care of our problems and deliver us from our addictions! Worship the LORD! No true pastor, teacher, musician, singer or worship team should want to become the center of worship. That is what Lucifer did to become Satan! Worship God, not the church, not the pastor and not the music team! Do not make “superstars” out of singers and musicians. Don’t think as a pastor that you are an entertainer! God forbid.

If you cannot preach the Bible to your congregation, you are attracting the wrong crowd! "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." (1 Peter 1:23, KJV) The corruptible seed is human wisdom, programs and what man has to say. The incorruptible seed is God’s Word. It takes God’s Word to be born-again spiritually into God’s Kingdom! No human message can give the new birth. "Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (John 8:31-32, KJV) "He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God." (John 8:47, KJV) Remember, the Sower goes forth to sow the seed and our LORD said "The sower soweth the word." (Mark 4:14, KJV) God told Joshua, "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." (Joshua 1:8, KJV) 

What God is doing in the world, He is doing by His Word! People who are of God want to hear God’s Word.

God has given gifted men to minister to the body. In Ephesians 4:11-12 Paul says "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:" When we worship God for His Glory, we are spiritually perfected and edified! This is what equips us to live in this world in a manner that glorifies Christ seven days a week and enables us to witness for Him in our daily lives. God’s purpose for the church meeting is for the spiritual growth of the body, not for the evangelism of the ‘lost.” A “God-Driven Church” perfects the saints in true worship so they can have a godly testimony and be a witness to their family, neighbors and co-workers. Through the godly saints, God does the work of saving the lost and adding them to the church daily; not through a Las Vegas production or a carnival atmosphere! If you compromise God’s worship to “earn the right” to witness, you have forfeited your opportunity to witness instead. These kinds of churches are not perfecting the saints and sending them into the world; rather, they are bringing the world into the church! God chose the foolishness of preaching to save the lost. “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” (1 Corinthians 1:21)

Then, our LORD says that the Church must, “ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15 KJV) Our LORD did not say “Bring the lost world into the Church.” But, rather, we are to go outside the “Church” to preach the gospel to the lost and when they accept Christ as their Savior, we are to bring them in to worship the LORD in Spirit and in truth. We are doing things backwards from our LORD’S command. Jesus said in Luke 6:46, "And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” I’m not saying that we shouldn’t invite lost people to church, but when we make the church the place for lost people, we do everything in our power to bring in the unregenerate. We cease to worship God and end up worshipping man. "Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen." (Romans 1:25, KJV) 

Let me show you how we serve the creature more than our God: we cater to the fleshly desires of the unregenerate because we want them to come to church! In 2 Timothy 3:1,3,4, "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be… lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” Because we are trying to entice lost people (who are lovers of pleasures) to attend our church, we have had to make “church” fun and entertaining! Churches today actually go out into the community to ask the “unregenerate” what they want in a “church”! These poor PR men (do not call them “men of God”) do not know that God has warned us to be careful how we build on “Christ the Foundation!” A God-called man wants to please God! In Galatians 1:10, God says, "For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ." God’s Word, not Pastor Rick‘s, says that if I please men, I am not the servant of God! 

Our LORD said in John 5:44, "How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?" You cannot please man and call it worship of God! You cannot as a God-called man ask unregenerate men what “worship” should consist of and what they want. "For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit." (Romans 8:5, KJV) The things the world are interested in and their methods are contrary to the Spirit! "Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." (Romans 8:7, KJV) How can a “God-called man” ask a carnally minded person what he wants the church to be when a carnal-minded person is the enemy of God? "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." (James 4:4) The very reason why you cannot make the church the place to reach lost people is because you will have to compromise in order to keep them coming and to (in your own mind) reach them! Go to the church to worship God and edify the saints, but go into the world to reach the lost. Do you really think that your desire to reach the lost is God-given when you refuse to do it God’s way? You compromise in one area to reach the lost. It seems right, so you continue until you have to get rid of the KJV because the carnal mind wants something easier. Ultimately, you cannot preach the full counsel of the Word of God because you do not want to offend them! “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?” (Galatians 6:9) All of this is a result of deciding to reach the lost in the church instead of worshipping God!

The work of God is one area where the end does not ever justify the means. King David was bringing the ark of God to Jerusalem; but rather than carrying it on staves with the Levites doing the transporting, David used a cart imitating the world. David and all the people were singing unto the LORD and shouting for joy when God in his anger struck Uzzah dead! When David finally brought the ark to Jerusalem, he had the Levites sanctify themselves and then carry it on staves. In the same respect, when Joshua sent his army out to battle a little city called Ai, God’s people lost because there was sin in the camp. Mighty Israel ran from Ai because God did not fight for them! Israel thought that they could win and not deal with sin. Yes, my dear friend, it does matter how you do the work of God (and how you reach the people)!

When “the people of the world” were asked by churches what they want in the church, “the people of the world” responded, “We do not want so much preaching and Bible.” They want games, plays and stories. In 2 Timothy 4:3-4 "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." Pastors, who in times past, when it was fashionable to preach and be conservative, have now left the old paths behind because they have “itching ears.” They want to know what people want, not what God wants! Hence, they “worship and serve the creature more than the Creator.” God says in Jeremiah 6:16, "Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein." The love of crowds and success will not let them turn back. Many of these pastors used to use this verse when it was popular, but now they have turned from the “old paths.” They are not following the scriptures, but the desires of men. If you are fundamental when it is fashionable to be fundamental and compromise when it becomes fashionable to compromise, then who are you following?!

In the Old Testament, God tells us of a man called Balaam. Balaam wanted to “die the death of the righteous.” Balaam was called a prophet and even actually gave some incredible prophecies, but don’t expect to see Balaam in Heaven! Balaam was not in the ministry because God called him, nor was he in the ministry for righteousness’ sake, but for what he could “get out of the ministry.” If a man feels called to the ministry because he has seen a famous pastor with a large audience and wants to be just like him, that is not God’s “call” to the ministry! God calls men who do not use the things of God for personal fame, but who solely want to glorify God and who will not compromise God’s plan or Word. What if we get to Heaven and find out that some of these famous pastors were not called to the ministry and were not even “saved.?” In John 2:23-24 God shows us, "Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men," Though they “believed”, our LORD knew that it was not “saving faith.” Sometimes people like what they see and go along with the crowd, but have no true conviction of sin and therefore never embrace Christ as their only salvation. Simon the sorcerer in Acts chapter 8 saw Philip doing the ministry and said he believed, but Peter knew he was not saved. Acts 8: 20, "But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee…” What if we make “the Church” pleasing to the carnal minds with worldly music, entertainment, contests and big events so that we become bigger and “our church” becomes the largest or fastest growing; yet none or few of our members go to Heaven? Show me one time where Jesus, His apostles or any New Testament Church ever performed a “play” to reach the lost! If we run the Church the way God’s Word says and not by our own imaginations, then God will manifest His presence! The result will be true conviction as in Isaiah 6:5, "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." True conviction will lead to true conversion! It is God’s Word and power that will produce true conversions, not a carnival atmosphere! The more you use the methods of the world, the less of the power of God you will have in the ministry. You might get people who are loyal to the pastor and the church, but they will still not be saved! 

The world wants “their music”. So is it alright for us to put some “Christian lyrics” to their melodies?! They say this will draw a crowd. God says He is not the author of confusion. Worldly beats and melodies with godly lyrics: how confusing is that?! King David had a tremendous orchestra and singers to praise the LORD, but he required them to be sanctified for the LORD. My dear friend, Christian music is not to entice a crowd, but to worship God! It is not to keep the carnal coming, but to praise the LORD. Why does our “worship music” have to please man? Isn’t the sole purpose to glorify God?! "O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day." (Psalm 96:1-2, KJV) What does God mean when He says a “new song”? Does He want you to write new lyrics every time you sing? I don’t think so. Rather, God wants you to sing (now that you are a new creature in Christ), not the old song of the world, but a new song with the words, the melody and the heart directed to the LORD? Churches are no longer directing their music solely to God, but are trying to make it palatable to the unregenerate mind. We know this because when the Church was filled with people who loved God, our music was only for the LORD! We have people rocking and rapping for Jesus simply because we are trying to please men, not Christ. Worship means that God is “worthy” for us to separate ourselves from the world to praise Him, pray to Him and learn of Him.

In John chapter 6, our LORD feeds the 5000 and then enters into a discourse on the “Bread of Life.” The response was, "Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him." (John 6:60-66, KJV) Jesus knew they did not believe and were offended at His Word, so He told them the very thing that drove them away! He did not lighten up on preaching to keep those carnally minded people holding on (though He could have had better attendance if HE did). If Jesus had gone to one of the conferences in Chicago, He could have had the apostles break out in a worldly tune with some Christian lyrics; then the five thousand, who only followed Him because their flesh was satisfied, might have continued coming to church! Or perhaps our LORD could have had a couple of apostles do skits to keep them from leaving. This almost sounds blasphemous to suggest! But, no, our LORD knows who the true “believers” are; thus, His doctrine and His methods drive away those who do not truly believe! How then can we use entertainment to keep those whom the LORD drives away. Know you not that “the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness” (1 Corinthians 1:18a)? "For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;" (1 Corinthians 1:22-23, KJV) 

You can see from these scriptures that being “all things to all men ” (1 Corinthians 9:22) is not making the ministry palatable to the unregenerate! In 1 Corinthians 9:22, Paul says "To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak; I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some." Does this passage indicate that becoming “all things to all men” is to sing popular music, put on plays and not preach the whole counsel of God? Have you read the ministry of Paul in the New Testament lately? Nowhere in the New Testament nor in the Old Testament does any man of God do those things! "Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God." (Acts 20:26-27, KJV) Paul preached all the Word boldly, because he knew that real believers know that it is God’s Word. "Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you." (Deuteronomy 4:2, KJV) God have mercy on us if we are afraid to preach God’s Word because we are afraid that we are going to lose our crowd! 
Worship is for true believers! Our LORD knew who would be offended, but did not use entertainment to keep them coming. We convince ourselves that we use entertainment just because we want people to come and find the LORD. Christ told them the very truth that caused the unbelievers to leave. God’s church is to be holy. We are never more loving or kind than our LORD. Salvation is of the LORD. Only God can save, and He does not need worldly entertainment to save them. We worship God in the beauty of His Holiness (separate from the world). 

Why do these people need a worldly tune to worship? Because carnal people do not have the true “joy of the LORD” so they have to manufacture worldly joy. Carnal minds do not want to be fed the Word of God! True worship to them is boring. In true worship, Jesus said one must “…deny himself, and take up his cross…” (Matthew 16:24). But today we go to church to have our “needs met,” rather than to meet with God. Only when people die to self and go to church to seek the LORD will they truly have their needs met by God Himself! Carnal people will come if we offer them fun and games and if we don’t make worship too long. By the way, they want to stay home on Sunday nights, so we better cancel the evening services! They love pleasure more than God and your ministry is not changing that!
Why are men who were once conservative now susceptible to these influences? It is because one of America’s “golden calves” is the idol of success! When churches court the world and have large crowds, pastors runs to them to learn how to have large crowds for themselves. We buy every book they have on the subject, attend every conference they give and finally attend their services; all the while, focusing on the crowd, not on God. We say we will not compromise the message like they do, but eventually we will because we have already compromised God’s methods! We are drunk with the wine of success. But God warns us in 2 Corinthians 10:13, "For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise." If indeed “numbers” equates to success in God’s sight, then Noah, Jeremiah and even the Lord Jesus were all failures! But our LORD said in Matthew 7:14, "Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." In Luke 6:26 Christ said, "Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets." Do not comfort yourselves in your popularity and success because God never said that any of that is evidence of being right! 

We need to see what we are really following. Where are the holy prayers for godliness, for the will of God, for mercy and for grace? Today, the whole church might pray all night for weeks; all but for a large crowd and a big event! Our prayers for revival today really are for more people to come on Sunday, not for God to purify the church and help people to repent! Because church is the place for evangelism, the Christians are being neglected and therefore do not live godly lives. Because Christians are not living godly lives at home, at work or in their community, they will not have the boldness to witness to people anywhere, anytime! Proverbs 28:1 says “…the righteous are bold as a lion.” If our lives are not right because we do not worship correctly, then we cannot be bold witnesses in the world. We will be told (since we do not have true Christian character) that we must earn the right to talk to the lost. 

“Friendship evangelism” is a scourge to our nation. Throughout the whole Bible God’s people did confrontational evangelism! They were hated, persecuted and imprisoned for their bold proclamation of the Word. If “friendship evangelism” was the practice in the early church, they certainly would never have said of the apostles," These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;" (Acts 17:6) Christians ought to do acts of kindness every day, but "Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences." (2 Corinthians 5:11, KJV) 

Jesus did not say, “Go into the church and preach the gospel.” But since our ungodly testimony gives us no boldness to witness and since we‘re only into “friendship evangelism”, we’re left to a futile and faltering attempt to somehow carnally lure the lost into the church that they might hear the gospel. This was never God’s way of evangelism!

Many churches today are full of shallow love and watered-down teaching, resulting in a divorce rate that rivals the world! Because of “shallow love” in the church, the only way to get people to serve God is by “games and prizes”. People don’t serve God because they love God, but rather for prizes and vain glory. If you sell your people on the idea that you are going to be a great church and one of the largest churches, you can get them to go soul winning, but not for the love of Christ! God have mercy on us. If you have a large church, other pastors will want you to come to their churches where they make you out to be some great thing. Thus, success is important to the vain. But all the great men have something in common: they all want to humble themselves and glorify God. They are not in the ministry to promote themselves, but to promote the LORD! They do not “use God” for their glory. John the Baptist said in John 3:30, "He must increase, but I must decrease." God said of Saul, in 1 Samuel 15:17, "And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel?" But, Saul became “big” in his own sight and did not obey God, but did that which was right in his own eyes. 1 Samuel 15:22, "And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." When you are little in your own sight, you do not operate out of your own opinions, but you obey God. 1 Samuel 13:13 says, "And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever." God cannot establish someone that does things his own way and not the LORD’S way. 

In the Old Testament, God had both the Tabernacle and the Temple of God built by a pattern from God! God told Moses when he was going to build the tabernacle of witness, "And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount." (Exodus 25:40, KJV) Moses was not to serve God after his own imagination, but by a God-given pattern! David gave to his son who was to build the temple ".. the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD, and of all the chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated things:" (1 Chronicles 28:12, KJV) God, the Holy Spirit, directed the building of God’s Temple. Look at the New Testament Temple of God, "And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." (Ephesians 2:20-22, KJV) Notice how we are a “holy (set apart from the world) temple” in which God dwells! Why don’t we follow God’s pattern in letting our LORD build His Church? Let’s get the “world” out of the church, and let’s get the church out into the world to “preach the gospel to every creature”! Then we will not have to base our worship on the desires of the unregenerate!
In Amos 5:21,23, God says of Israel’s worship "I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies…Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols." Human-oriented worship is an abomination to God. God does not want people who are not consecrated to the LORD to lead in worship! Get your heart out of the world and focus on worshipping the LORD. Many of the worship leaders’ favorite singers or groups are secular entertainers! So they copy their styles and sounds with Christian words!

What is this we are seeing today?

PURPOSE-DRIVEN CHURCH THE WORD OF GOD

Bring the world into the church
“Go into the world” (Mark 16:15)

Do plays to reach the people
“preach the gospel” (1 Corinthians 1:21)

Use music to draw a crowd
“sing unto the LORD” (Psalm 96:1)

Don’t drive them off with the Bible
“preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2)

Big is right
“few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:14)

If God does not say it is wrong, then do it to reach the people.
Obey God (1 Samuel 15:22)

“keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins” (Psalm 19:13)

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 16:25)

Read every book written by successful leaders 
Study God’s Word 

(2 Timothy 2:15, Isaiah 34:16)

Use prizes and vain glory to get God’s people to serve God
“faith which worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6)

Zeal for our church is holiness
Set apart from the world (Rom. 12:2, 2 Cor.6:17)

Be thought of highly in our community
“woe unto you when all men speak well of you” (Luke 6:26)

We are rich, increased with goods and have need of nothing
“knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked…”

(Revelation 3:17)

Romans 14 is often used to justify “gray areas.” Read the whole chapter in context and you will “rightly divide the Word of truth.” Please, the whole chapter has to do with meats offered to idols! In verse 14 when Paul says "I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean." (Romans 14:14, KJV) Paul is certainly not saying that there is no behavior that is unclean. He is talking about foods as he makes clear in the very next verse (as a matter of fact, the whole chapter). Besides, why would we ever feel that the methods of our ministry should be “gray areas” when we have the Bible to guide us? And never call a gray area something that all the Bible teaches is wrong. "But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." (1 Timothy 3:15, KJV) According to Ephesians 1:5, God "Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will," (Ephesians 1:5, KJV) Do you think in eternity past, that God thought “the only way I will be able to save them is by bringing a “gospel magician” (God be merciful to us) or a Karate team to testify to the people? "Many of them also which used curious arts ( magic) brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed." (Acts 19:19-20, KJV) It is not the gray areas that cause people to get saved, but rather the ridding ourselves of these things! God did not predestinate them to be saved on the basis of music they will like! God is a Holy God. "And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible." (Mark 10:26-27, KJV) 

Finally, this way of reaching people cannot produce holiness. They might love the church, but the leaders will not be able to keep the church pure. Instead of the whole church coming together to worship God and the LORD giving grace for all the body to have victory over sin, the entertainment and small groups take the preeminence. A group of ladies that work in the same office and attend the same “purpose driven” church, claim that the deacons are their best friends (they drink beer with them) and that they are “good Christians.” And yet at work they join hands and pray the prayer of Jabez; then when they go out to lunch they talk of who they are having affairs with (several of them are committing adultery and the others delight in hearing of their wickedness). A good friend of mine who started attending a class for “divorced Christians” met a lady who was the pianist for the church and they moved in together without being married. Since that lady, they split up and he moved in with another lady from the same church and class! Two teenage girls I had talked to about premarital sex told me that they would not come to the church I pastor at, but that they’d rather attend a church that does not care about how they live! Since then, they have each had a child, although still not married.

Paul says "But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within? But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person." (1 Corinthians 5:11-13, KJV) 

"Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband." (1 Corinthians 7:1-2, KJV) 

"But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn." (1 Corinthians 7:9, KJV) 

God says, "Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:" 

(1 Corinthians 5:6-7, KJV) 

But a purpose-driven church cannot put them out because it would be unpopular, “unloving” and they would lose some people. God, give us pastors that are more interested in God’s glory and the purity of the body rather than being politically correct in order to have a large crowd. 
For the glory of God and the good of your people, don’t become drunk on success. Return unto the “old paths” and your worship can be acceptable to our God for His glory! "For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it." (Mark 8:35, KJV) "If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me." (John 15:19-21, KJV) Recognize that there are two kinds of people: the chosen of God who are not of this world and those still in the world that hate us because we are the LORD’S. Do not try to fill the church with the world.
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